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Blessing of the Waters and Epiphany
“What do you mean by this service?” This was the question
that little Israelite children were taught to ask at the Passover
seder ritual (Exodus 12:26). This same question we too should
ask in the month of January as we celebrate the Baptism of
Christ. Through the liturgies of Epiphany and the blessings of
homes, we also re-celebrate our own Baptisms, which are
simply reenactments of His Baptism.
In the early Church the feast of Epiphany
(also called Theophany) was THE big holy
day apart from Pascha: Christmas as we
know it was not celebrated at first. But the
commemoration of Christ’s Baptism was
observed, and with grand festivities.
Nowadays we hang up our lights for
December 25, but in the early centuries
January 6 was the Feast of Lights, when
candles and lamps were hung aloft in
joyous remembrance. Christ’s Baptism
was a theological goldmine, and one of the
few events that all four Gospels recount
(whereas the birth of Christ is found in only
two, Matthew and Luke).
The Gospels paint a fairly simple picture of
the scene: Jesus Christ enters the Jordan
River with John the Baptist; He is
immersed in its flow; as He comes out of
the waters, the heavens open, a dove descends, and a voice of
approval resounds from the skies. The significance of these
details is not apparent at first reading. It might seem perhaps
like just another extraordinary day in an extraordinary life.
But to comprehend the deeper meaning, you must cast your
mind back to the book of Genesis. There we read of how God
made all things, drawing forth the Creation from a dark and
watery Chaos. We read then of how the Spirit of God moved
over the face of the waters. Here the verb in Hebrew connotes
the behavior of a mother bird brooding over her nest,
protecting and nurturing her offspring. The Spirit of God at
the Creation was caring for the young world like a hen over
her chicks.
Day by day the Lord shaped and developed His world, forming
the light, the heavens, the oceans, and the dry land, as homes
respectively for the stars, the birds, the fish, and the animals.
And finally, as the crown of His creation, He formed man.

“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” speaks the
Triune Godhead. And resting from His work, the Lord
pronounces His approval on the brand-new heaven and earth:
“And behold, it was very good.”
But this world fell into brokenness and disharmony through the
sin of our first parents. The Lord could
have destroyed humanity and all His
creation with them—He could have let it
all slip back into the dark watery chaos
from which it came back in the time of
Noah’s flood.
But this was not His will. His desire is
to redeem His world, to transform this
universe into a new heaven and a new
earth. And this He would do by joining
His imperishable nature to our broken
and perishable nature, so that we might
live with Him in harmony forever.
What we see on Epiphany, then, is a restaging of the Creation: the Spirit
hovering like a mother bird, in the form
of a dove; the approval of the Father
thundering from the open heavens; and
out of the dark waters emerges the new
creation—but this time God starts from
the end and works backward! The first creature to emerge
from the waters is a man—Jesus Christ. And so it begins—the
healing of our nature, the re-harmonization of all creatures, the
reconciliation of all living things to God. In time the New
Creation will embrace the whole Universe (or the whole Multiverse, if your physics so dictate). “For in [Christ] all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to
reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of His Cross” (Colossians 1:19-20).
This is the meaning of the Baptism of Christ. And this is the
meaning of our baptisms as well. For God chooses to populate
His New World one person at a time, by drawing us out of the
waters together with Christ, and citizens of the new creation
with Him. But just as Baptism is the first step and not the last
in God’s plan of re-creation, so too for our spiritual lives.
Think of your parents or grandparents on Ellis Island. They
were people betwixt and between. They were in America --

but not yet Americans. They had a
choice—they could press on through
hardship to win their citizenship in the
New World, or they could turn around
and get back on the ship that brought
them.
Baptism is our Ellis Island. It brings us
into the Kingdom of God, but much,
much is required for us to become real
citizens there. In the wake of the feast
of Epiphany, when you receive the
waters of Agiasmo, the waters of chaos
turned into the waters of life, the waters
of the new creation—when you bring it
into your houses and businesses and
offices, for drinking and for sprinkling,
you declare your intention to become a
part of the new creation yourself, and to
bring your family and your home and
your work into the Kingdom of God,
which makes all things new. It is an
ongoing commitment that is to be
renewed yearly, and even daily.
When you receive the spray of divine
presence that comes from the River
Jordan upon you through the Holy
Water, you declare your intention to
live no longer as a citizen of this world,
according to its customs and habits,
according to the laws of survival and
self-advancement and pride. You
declare your desire to live as a citizen of
the New World, according to the rule of
love, of mercy and justice and humility
before God and man.
This is the meaning of the service we do
at Epiphany and in the house blessings
of January. It is our Christian Fourth of
July, our declaration of Independence,
our acceptance of Christ as our way of
life and our commitment to following
our leader and king into the new
creation of God. A Blessed Epiphany to
you and your loved ones, and to all.
Kalè Chroniá! Happy New Year!
By Fr. Mark Sietsema

Chosen and Appointed
by God to go and bear
Fruit

our gift. If we do this prayerfully and in
humility, God will take our gifts and
multiply them in order to feed His
people.

We are Called to Bear Fruit

In the Divine Liturgy, the bishop prays
that the Lord will visit and confirm the
vineyard which is the parish, the local
Body of Christ, which the Lord planted
with His own right hand (Ps 79:15-16).

At the Last Supper, as we read in
Chapter 15 of the Gospel of John, Jesus
instructed His disciples, “I Am the
Vine; you are the branches.” He was
telling us that the purpose of our
abiding in Him is that we may bear fruit
for God in the world. “By this My
Father is glorified, that you bear much
fruit…” (John 15:8). Just as the vine
bears fruit only through its branches, so
Jesus has chosen to work in the world
through us. We are the members of His
Body. We are the branches through
which the True Vine must bear fruit.
We bear fruit when we serve and
support God and His Church.

How Do We Abide in Jesus?

We abide in Jesus Christ when we
follow His example and love, serve and
support the Church which is His body.
When we abide in Christ, we express
this through generosity and devotion,
especially in our financial stewardship
and acts of personal generosity. Bearing
fruit in the world is the visible result of
our abiding in Christ.

Are You Connected to the True
Vine?

As branches of the vine, we keep
ourselves spiritually healthy by
maintaining our connection to the True
Vine which is Jesus Christ. We do this
through prayer, fasting, worship,
participation in the sacraments, good
works, as well as by avoiding
destructive behavior, divisiveness and
gossip. When we connect ourselves to
Jesus, His life will flow through us and
we will bear good fruit.

Are you Bearing Fruit?

We all know the story of Jesus feeding
the five thousand in the wilderness –
there was no food, except for one boy
who had five loaves and two fish – not
much when you consider 5000 men. But
Jesus blessed the loaves, multiplies
them and used them to feed the 5000.
That boy did his best with what he had.
And Jesus used it to perform a beautiful
miracle. Just like the boy who offered
his five loaves and two fish, we offer
what we have – however great or small

The Local Body of Christ

He provides that We May Bear
Fruit

Saint John Chrysostom emphasized
Christ’s continual presence with us –
the True Vine that is always connected
to the branches giving them life. Christ
shows His great love for us by
“remaining continually with those who
shall bring forth fruit; for it is needful to
enjoy His aid and so to bear fruit”
(Homily 77 on the Gospel of Saint
John). Christ, in His great love for us,
has joined Himself to us and offers us
all that we need to bear good fruit that
will lead us and others to salvation.

The Vine also Needs the
Branches

The branches need the Vine for life but
the Vine also needs the branches in
order to bear fruit in the world. We are
His hands, His feet, His mouth.

Helping Others to Connect

Our task as branches of the True Vine is
to see Stewardship as a way of life, and
to help others to better understand its
true meaning. We all have influence
over others in our life. Everything we
say or do has an effect – it either helps
or it hurts.
When we help others to strengthen their
connection to the True Vine, we help
them to bridge the gap between liturgy
and life, between the love of Jesus on
the cross and our daily lives, between
our beautiful theology and the practical
stewardship to which we are called.
Jesus Christ took on human flesh in
order to reunify us to Him and to each
other. Our true nature is “we” not “I”.
We are parts of a far greater whole. This
is why we were created. This is why
Jesus came into the world. This is why
we unite ourselves to each other in the
Church. This is why we give ourselves
to Christ and to each other through the
Eucharist. This is “who we are” “We”
are the branches of the True Vine.

Christian Stewardship Is…

…learning how to be a responsible and
concerned caretaker of Christ’s Church;
it is learning how to enjoy Church life
and be happy in Church work, for in
Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of
God.
…our active commitment to use all our
time, talent and treasure for the benefit
of humankind in grateful
acknowledgement of Christ’s
redeeming love.
…caring for the needs of others.
…offering one’s self to God as He
offered Himself to us.
…what a person does after saying “I
believe…”, as proof of that belief.
…devotion and service to God and His
Church as persons, as families, as
parish, as diocese/metropolis, as
national Church and as Church
universal.
----------------------------------------------

Membership in the
Body

What is a “member” of the
Church? Use of the term “Member” in
this situation is not the same as being
a member of a club or civic group or
fraternal organization. The Church is
the “Body of Christ” (1 Corinthians
12:12). Therefore, to be a member of
the Church is to be a part of the living
body of Christ.
Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ
as your Lord? You are a member of
His Body, which is the Church. Just as
every member has a different function
in the human body, so do we each
have a specific function or calling in
His Church. God did not create each
of us to do the same thing.
If a member of the human body is
missing, or is not functioning to its
full potential, the entire body feels it
and struggles to reach its full
potential. In the same way, without all
the members of the Church working
together to their full potential, our
ministries and the Body of Christ do
not reach their full potential.
In the Holy Scriptures the Church is
repeatedly called the Body of Christ.
Paul rejoiced in his sufferings “... for
His Body's sake, which is the Church
(Col. 1:24)”.

Paul also wrote in his letter to the
Ephesians that each of us has specific
gifts given by Christ ". . .for the work
of the ministry, for the edifying of the
Body of Christ" (Eph. 4:11-12) -- the
Church.
At the same time, in every Divine
Liturgy, bread and wine are made into
the Body and Blood of Christ, and we,
the faithful, receive them. Jesus told
us to do this as He sat with His
disciples at the Last Supper when He
said, "Take, eat; this is My Body; ...
Drink ye all of it; For this is My
Blood of the New Covenant" (Mat.
26:26-28).
So you see that the “Body of
Christ” is at the same time both the
Church and the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.
We the faithful are both members
of the Body of Christ, the Church, and
also communicants of the Body of
Christ.
We are not using the name "Body
of Christ" figuratively in either case.
We mean “Body of Christ” in the
most basic sense of the word. We
believe that the Holy Communion in
the form of bread and wine are the
actual Body and Blood of Christ.
So what does all of this mean for each
of us personally?.....
As St Peter wrote, the Son of God
took on flesh and became man to
make us partakers of the divine nature
(II Peter- 1:4), to free us from sin and
death, and to make us immortal.
When we unite ourselves with Christ,
through Him we are united to one
another in one Church.
Therefore, as people who have
been united to Jesus Christ, we must
also be His instrument for the
fulfillment of His will, and become a
part of the Body of Christ – in doing
so we become stewards of the
Incarnation.
We are united with the Body of
Christ in the mystery of Holy
Communion. The true Body and the
true Blood of Christ which we receive
in Holy Communion become a part of
the great Body of Christ. But for this
to take place, we receive Holy
Communion with piety, love and
readiness to serve Him, unite with
Him and become instruments of His
divine will.

When we receive Holy
Communion, we are drawn out of
ourselves and embrace our mission of
stewardship, service and
evangelization. We carry within us the
fire of God’s love that has the power
to renew all things.
Our task – as members of the
Church is to see Stewardship as a way
of life, and to help others to better
understand the true meaning of Holy
Communion.
This responsibility goes far beyond
the Stewardship committee – All in
ministry, all in teaching, all in
leadership, all who bring their
children to participate in programs, all
who walk through these doors – all
must be committed to this effort.
As true stewards of the Body of
Christ, we understand the power of
our Stewardship to revitalize the
Church.
But if our stewardship is not
grounded in the true meaning of the
Eucharist as sacrifice and our
responsibility as stewards of the Body
of Christ, then we are only paying
dues to some kind of social/religious
organization. As Father John wrote in
the October newsletter, “…the Church
is not a charity at which we volunteer,
she is our Mother whom we serve.”
When we understand the true
meaning of Holy Communion, we
bridge the gap between liturgy and
life, between the love of Jesus on the
cross and our daily lives, between our
beautiful theology and spirituality and
the practical stewardship to which we
are called.
Jesus Christ is clearly visible to us
today through His Church just as our
own human spirit is apparent through
our body. The Church is the Body of
Christ both because all of us as
members of the body are united to
Christ through His divine mysteries
and because through the Church,
Christ works in the world.
Jesus Christ, took on human flesh
in order to reunify us to Him and to
each other. Our true nature is “we”
not “I.” We are parts of a far greater
whole. This is why we were created.
This is why Jesus came into the
world. This is why we unite ourselves
to each other in the Church. This is
why we give ourselves to Christ and

to each other through the Eucharist.
This is “who we are” “We” are the
very body of Jesus.
It follows then, that as stewards of
the body, it is our responsibility to
keep the body whole by bringing
people to Christ. This means bringing
back those who were once active
members but have now fallen away. It
also means bringing those to Christ
who are seeking Him for the first
time.
We begin by bringing ourselves to
Christ. But our responsibility does not
stop there. The greatest gift we can
give to another is Christ. Just like the
four friends who brought their friend
to Jesus on a stretcher, and when they
couldn’t get close to Him, they
opened the roof and lowered him
down in front of Jesus. We are called
to do the same thing --- to lay our
brothers and sisters at the feet of
Christ.
So we are stewards of our gifts, we
are stewards of the Church as the
Body of Christ, and we are stewards
of this gift of the Orthodox Christian
faith which we are called to share.
As we receive Jesus -- the greatest
gift of all -- we can’t help but give
back to Him, letting His light shine
though us, building up His body with
our time, our talents, our love, our
care, and our gifts.
In the Parable of the three servants
we read that their master gave each of
them a certain number of talents -- a
large measure of money -- to watch
over and manage in his absence. Two
of them wisely invested and doubled
the treasure entrusted to them. The
third one, out of fear, buried the talent
in the ground and did nothing to make
use of that with which he had been
entrusted.
When the master returned, he
found the results of each servant’s
management of the property with
which they had been entrusted. The
master commended the first two
servants, who had doubled the number
of talents entrusted to them, saying,
“Well done good and faithful
servant….”
Let’s remember that Jesus said,
“Well done good and faithful
servant.”

He did not say, “Well said.”
He did not say, “Well planned.”
He did not say, “Well thought.”
And He did not say, “Well intended.”
But He said, “Well DONE, good and
faithful servant.”
The emphasis for us as Christians is in
doing.
We are called to give the best we
have and to do the best we can to
build up the Body of Christ.
And if we give Him our best – and
He will know – then one day, He will
also say to us, “Well done good and
faithful servant.”
----------------------------------------------

Wanted.........Needed.......
Appreciated!

The Philo Thrift Shop needs your
gently used seasonal clothing [please
no holes, missing buttons, worn out,
broken zippers....], bed linens,
housewares, home decorating items,
shoes of all ages/sizes that are in good
condition....Thank you!
Due to limited space we are not able
to accept children's furniture, exercise
equipment, televisions or electronic
equipment.
We accept donations in the Church
small hall or bring them directly to
The Philo Thrift Shop located at 2724
E Burnside...Portland
[Open Mon-Sat. 11am-4pm but please
call first 503.232.3992 to be sure the
shop is open to receive your
donations].
Again, thank you to the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox community for their
continued support!
---------------------------------------------

Bring your Smile......

and volunteer at the Philo Thrift Shop.
Located at 2724 E Burnside in
Portland, we have shifts available
Mon-Sat from 11am--4pm. Bring a
partner and have fun for an
afternoon......Contact Mary Aspros
503.254.6044 for more information.

Daughters of Penelope
Troy Chapter #32
Annual Scholarship Luncheon

February 10, 2013

Holy Trinity Cathedral Hall
Following Service
PLUMP GYROS
Meat, Chicken or Vegetarian
Choice of condiments:
Lettuce, tomato, onion, feta,
tzatziki or all!
Fruit Salad, Baklava, Coffee
Adults or Children $8.00 each
Raffle with drawing at
luncheon
HACCM Lecture

A tribute to 100 years of
liberated Greek Macedonia
When: Saturday, January 19, 2013,
7:00 pm
Where: Holy Trinity small hall
By:
Dr. Demetrios Gatziolis
The regional geopolitical
developments from the end of the 19th
century to date – including two
Balkan, a civil and two World Wars,
as well as, an imposed, obligatory
exchange of ethnic populations – will
be discussed. The emergence and
propagation of the Macedonian
naming conflict will also be
discussed. The role of the city of
Thessalonica in social and labor
movements and as a regional
metropolis will be evaluated. The
presentation will conclude with an
open discussion of relevant issues.

7th Annual Young
Adult Winter Retreat
“See the Light”
Lake Tahoe, January
18-21, 2013
Young adults from throughout the
Metropolis of San Francisco, ages 1835, are invited to attend the 7th Annual
Young Adult Winter Retreat in Lake
Tahoe to be held the weekend of
January 18– 21, 2013 (Martin Luther
King Weekend). This year the retreat
will be held at the Galilee Retreat and
Conference Center in Glenbrook,
Nevada.
The retreat will take place in January
and we will have just celebrated
Epiphany. Several of the Gospel and
Epistle readings on the days of the
retreat speak about “light”. So we will
speak about the ways we need to “let
our light shine” in the New Year, what
it means, practically, to “be the light of
the world” and how are we supposed to
“let light shine out of darkness”.
Fr. Jordan Brown from Holy Trinity
Cathedral in Portland, Oregon will be
the guest speaker. Fr. Jordan has many
years of experience working with young
adults and in doing winter retreats as he
served in the Metropolis of Denver for
many years.
Lake Tahoe is a most beautiful
setting for this gathering. The retreat
center is located right on Lake Tahoe
and has a chapel that overlooks the lake
and mountains! Attendees will
participate in services, discussions,
small group sessions and creative
activities. The Divine Liturgy will be
celebrated on Sunday morning. On
Saturday and Sunday afternoon,
participants have the opportunity to ski
or snowboard. For those that don’t ski,
this group will do some sightseeing, a
service project and will meet up with
the skiers at the end of each day!
Registration information is attached
– sign up today! The cost is $225.00 per
person and includes 3 nights lodging
and all but one meal from Friday night
to Monday morning. Take time out of
your busy schedule and share a
weekend in fellowship with other
Orthodox young adults from around the
Metropolis, and enrich your own

understanding of the theme of light in
our Orthodox tradition in in your own
life!
For more information, please read
through the information form, or please
contact Paul Gikas, Director –
Metropolis of San Francisco Youth and
Young Adult Ministries, 415-814-1186,
pgikas@sanfran.goarch.org.

----------------------------------------------

Philoptochos’
Philanthropy Committee

is once again looking for potential
funding recipients. Do you know of a
local, national or international
organization that is in need of financial
assistance? What causes are you
passionate about? Let us know! As
parishioners of Holy Trinity you are
encouraged to recommend possible fund
recipients. Applications are available in
the pamphlet rack just outside the parish
office. The deadline for ‘Request for
Consideration’ forms is January 31,
2013. Thank you, Holy Trinity
families, for your continued support of
our Flavor it Greek cookbook. Your
help makes this philanthropic effort
possible! Contact Sue Fischer, 503841-7829, lsuefischer@comcast.net for
additional information.
------------------------------------------------

Philoptochos
membership
envelopes

are included in the Dynamis this month.
If you aren’t a member yet, what are
you waiting for? Philoptochos is an
army of women whose collective drive,
dedication and heart helpd those who
need it most. Philoptochos is
compassion; it is love; it is strength.
Philoptochos is YOU.
We know your time is limited, but you
can tailor your role in the organization
to make it fit your life. You define what
kind of member you will be. We are
always looking for new skills,
experiences and personalities, without
them we would not be 27,500 members
strong. We welcome you with open
arms to join us in making a difference!

Join us for our annual
Father Daughter Dance
Saturday, February 9, 2013
7:00 PM
Cost is $20.00/family
For more information,
contact
Nick Mallos
(503) 236-4367

Greek Immigrants and
the Pacific NW
Railroads

January 20, 2013 after church
services in the small hall there will be a
information table on the newly built
Oregon Rail Heritage Center located
near OMSI. It is the home of three
renovated historic steam engine
locomotives. Future plans are for
interactive information kiosks otherwise
known as Learning Stations to be
located within the Center. Our
Community has an opportunity to have
a “Greek Immigrant Kiosk” in the
Exhibit Hall. The goal is to raise
$15,000 and as of December we have
pledges of $6,000.
Also needed are early 1900-1940’s
railroad photos along with the names of
the individuals if known. Be prepared
on January 20th to give a copy of these
photos with ID and explanation. Do
NOT submit the originals since the
photos will not be returned.
Pledge cards to the Foundation are
available. Your support pays tribute to
our Greek American ancestors who
played a major role in the building of
the railroads in the Pacific Northwest.
The Oregon Rail Heritage Center will
help preserve and tell that story. Checks
payable to: Oregon Rail Heritage
Foundation. (a 501 © 3 non-profit
organization)
Got questions? Call Cleo Rumpakis
503-281-8141 See you on January
20th.

Our People
Wedding:

November 18, 2012: Jim Retsinas and Nancy Nellor
Retsinas. The Sponsor was Tom Meletis.

Baptisms:

November 10, 2012: Elias Stephanopoulos, son of
Athan and Iveta Stephanopoulos. The Godparents are
David and Isabel Kubikian.
December 2, 2012: Vasiliki Michael Welden,
daughter of Dustin and Sia Papageorge Whelden. The
Godparents are Jim and Nancy Retsinas.

YOUTH CORNER

January 5, Saturday – JOY/Hope children (k-5th graders)
Epiphany Swim @ the Mt. Scott Community Center
12:30 pm
January 12, Saturday, Sr. GOYA Fellowship
Location TBA
January 19, Saturday, Jr. GOYA Fellowship
Location TBA
January 26, GOYAns 8th-12th grade
Sports Tournament @ Holy Trinity with the St.
George’s SOYO. Kids teams vs Parent teams

Funeral:

December 5, 2012: Pano Vlahos, who fell asleep in
the Lord on December 1, 2012 at the age of 76.
Remembrances can be made to the Fr. Elias Memorial
Fund at Holy Trinity, Lewis & Clark College or the
Hellenic American Cultural Center & Museum.

Dear Holy Trinity,
Thank you so much for hosting us last month
for ASA Sunday. It was wonderful to be
with you all and to share a bit of our school
with you.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Kala Christougenna!
Love,
The Families and Staff at ASA

Applications for
The 2013 Holy
Trinity
Scholarship
Foundation and
Holy Trinity
Philoptochos
scholarships
are available.
The application forms
can be either
downloaded from the
Holy Trinity web site
at
www.goholytrinity.org
under “Our
Community”, “Forms”
or picked up from the
church office.
Completed
applications must be
postmarked or date
stamped by the church.

OCF – Orthodox Campus Fellowship @
OSU

Our first fellowship for the new year will be on Tuesday, January
29, 5:30 pm. We invite all college students to OCF. Father Jordan
will be on campus on the 29th. Please join us for prayer, fellowships
and food. OCF will be meeting at the Episcopal Student Center.
Questions please contact Father Jordan @
frjordan@goholytrinity.org
------------------------------------------------------------------

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL
TRADITION…
Vasilopita & Three Hierarchs Luncheon

Sunday, January 27, 2013
Join Philoptochos during this annual fundraiser for our Educational
programs. Only “GRAB & GO” Vasilopitas will be available.
Organizational leaders will be invited to receive their special piece
of bread. Watch for more details.

Memorial Service for Father
Angelo Gavalas

On Sunday, January 13, 2013, Holy Trinity
Cathedral will offer a special memorial
service for Father Angelo Gavalas who
passed away at the end of November this past
year. Father Angelo served as proistamenos
of our cathedral, 1953-1961. Father Angelo
was a faithful and dedicated priest of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
Father Angelo was instrumental in
developing college ministry. He made a huge
impact in the youth and young adult ministry,
Philoptochos, and hospital ministry. His
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, shared
these words about Father Angelo, “Father
Angelo was a humble man, who, like the
servant in the Parable of Talents, received
five talents from the master of the house and
took these gifts and talents and built upon
them, offering them up to God, for the benefit of
faithful, and most especially the youth of our faith
community.”
May his memory be eternal
_________________________________________

Adult Education

New Class for the New Year
Orthodox Spirituality Class:
Our Christian Life in the Orthodox Church
Father Jordan will be offering this class on
Saturdays before Great Vespers at 4:00 pm in the
conference room located in the small hall. Our first
class will be on January 12, 2013, and be offered
every Saturday, the month of January and February.
This class is offered to everyone, and especially for
those who are interested in the Orthodox Christian
faith. This class is a wonderful opportunity to come
back to the faith. We will be reading the book, The
Orthodox Way, written by Bishop Kallistos Ware.
If you have any questions, please contact Father
Jordan at frjordan@goholytrinity.org or the church
office.
_________________________________________

Weekday Morning Bible Study

Father Jordan will be offering a bible study on
Wednesdays, beginning January 9th. Class will be
held in conference room at 10:00 am. The morning
Bible Study will discuss the Sunday scripture
readings and feast days. We will discuss the
meaning of scripture, and how it relates to our
spiritual life. This is a wonderful time to enrich our
daily life with the Word of God. Please contact
Father Jordan at frjordan@goholytrinity.org with
any questions.

House Blessings 2013

Father Jordan and Father
Dimosthenis will be blessing homes
the months of January, February, and
early March. House blessing forms
are available in the church narthex
and church office. Please fill out your
form, and return it to the church
office. If you are new to the
cathedral, or have not had your home
blessed in the past few years, please
contact our clergy.
_____________________________

Senior Fellowship
Vasilopita Celebration

When: January 17, Thursday, Feast
of St. Anthony
Please join us for a special
celebration of the Vasilopita on
January 17. Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 10:00 am (Orthros
9:00 am). The special prayer for the cutting of the Vasilopita will be
offered at the end of service. A special luncheon will be offered in
the small hall.

Service Schedule for January
Tuesday, January 1: Feast of St. Basil
Orthros 9:00 am, Liturgy 10:00 am
Saturday, January 5: Strict fast Day
Forefeast of Epiphany
Royal Hours 8:00 am, Liturgy 9:00 am
Blessing of the Waters
Sunday, January 6: Epiphany
Orthros 8:45 am, Liturgy 10:00 am
Blessing of the Waters
Monday, January 7:Feast of St. John
Orthros 8:00 am, Liturgy 9:00 am
Thursday, January 17: Feast of St. Anthony
Orthros 9:00 am, Liturgy 10:00 am
Friday, January 18: Feast of St. Athanasios
Orthros 6:00 am, Liturgy 7:00 am
Friday, January 25: Feast of St. Gregory
Orthros 6:00 am, Liturgy 7:00 am
Wednesday, January 30, Feast of the Three Hierarchs
Orthros 8:00 am, Liturgy 9:00 am

